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right when he declared at the gate, * Please give
me only one cash, for if you give me more they
will rob me of it.' "

This philosophy, according to the village elders,
established a rule safe to follow. If you had but
a mite the pirates would not bother you; if you
had too much you should find some way of fooling
the robbers into believing that you had only a
mite. A rare philosophy but perfectly sane under
the Manchu dynasty.

However, I know that the brave little boy in
blue that went back to the empty school from the
gutted and ruined home had in his heart a feeling
that in the land of the Ocean-men was some power
that could even punish pirates.

He was now resolved more than ever to go over-
seas and know the Ocean-men's way.
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